HMO stirs debate with outpatient mastectomy push.
The public furor over outpatient mastectomies may have quieted for the moment, but same-day surgery managers have been left with lingering concerns. Congress currently is considering two bills addressing outpatient mastectomies. One would ensure a minimum length of stay for the procedure, while the other leaves that decision to the physician and patient. Some professionals say outpatient mastectomies fail to provide crucial emotional and psychological support. Patients of one breast center suggested routine outpatient mastectomies with preadmission educational components.